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drunkard and the thief. So difficult is it to arrange
for this proposed valuation of a man's moral qualities
that it has been proposed to get rid of all stigma by
making it the right and duty of every one to take a
pension. That might conceivably alter the praise,
but it would surely not alter the praiseworthiness.
It must be wrong in me to take money from my
neighbours when I don't want it; and, if wrong, it
surely ought to be disgraceful* And this seems to
indicate the real point. We may aim at altering
the facts, at making them more conducive to good
qualities; but we cannot alter or attempt to decide
by laws the degree of praise or blame to be attached
to individuals. It would be very desirable to
bring about a state of things in which no honest
and provident man need ever fall into want; and, in
that state, pauperism would be rightly discredit-
able as an indication of bad qualities. But to
say that nobody shall be ashamed of taking support
would be to ruin the essential economic virtues, and
to pauperise the nation ; and to try to lay down pre-
cise rules as to the distribution of honour and dis-
credit, seems, to me, to be a problem beyond the
power of a legislature. I express no opinion upon
the question itself, because I am quite incompetent
to do so. I only refer to it as illustrating the diffi-
culties which beset us when we try to remove the